VIII
POLITICS IN 1936
ON 7th January 1936 the long-promised dissolution of the
Cortes was announced and a General Election called for
i6th February, with a second voting on ist March to clear
up doubtful cases. The first sitting of the newly-elected
Parliament was announced for i6th March.
The reasons for the dissolution were given in the Pre-
amble to a legislative Decree. Since the election of 1933,
it stated, Parliament had been sterile because of its com-
position, and neither by-elections nor municipal elections
since that date had given any idea of the trend of public
opinion. From the first election under the Republic in
1931, opinion and legislation until 1933 had moved steadily
in one direction ; since 1933 it had moved in a contrary
sense. The oscillation made it necessary for the people
to be given an opportunity of expressing its will.
This decision was welcomed with enthusiasm by the
democratic parties and the general public, as everybody
felt that to continue the sessions of Cortes in the circum-
stances which had prevailed would be little less than
farcical.*
On the following morning the censorship was raised,
much to the relief of editors. Some of them announced
that, having so much to say, they were at a loss where to
* For a more detailed statement of the facts in this section see Report
on Foreign Affairs (Empire Parliamentary Association, London, 1936).
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